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Message from the IPCC Committee of Management

The Irish Peatland 
Conservation Council’s
(IPCC) mission is to
conserve a 
representative 
portion of the 
peatlands of Ireland
for future generations
to enjoy. We run the
national Save the Bogs 
Campaign, we own five
peatland nature 
reserves in Kerry, 
Kildare, Meath and 
Waterford and we 
manage the Bog of
Allen Nature Centre,
which is open to 
visitors and school
groups. We provide an
extensive 
information service on
our web site at
www.ipcc.ie. IPCC have
five members of staff
and is supported by 100 
volunteers. Four 
thousand individuals
subscribe to our 
campaign. CHY6829

Governance Code
IPCC are delighted to

announce that the 
organisation is 

committed to adopting
and ultimately complying

with the Governance
Code. This work is being

carried out by the 
Committee of 

Management and 
substantial progress has

been made which will
allow us to fully adopt

the Code in 2017.

We are delighted to
present the Annual 
Report and Financial
Accounts of the Irish
Peatland Conservation
Council for 2016.

In this year we 
held a very successful
BioBlitz on Coad in 
Co. Kerry, produced
new education 
resources for primary
schools, extended our
visitor boardwalk on
Lodge bog, Co. Kildare, 
visited bogs in the
Netherlands and 
Germany and 
organised over 100
events around the
country celebrating
bogs.

Our success is due to
the support of our
donors, volunteers and
staff. Thank you all so
very much. 

IPCC’s voluntary 
Committee of 
Management held 6
meetings during the
year and the AGM.
Our work included 
regulating IPCC’s 
finances and 
operations, monitoring
health and safety, 
facilitating an audit of
our finances, drawing
up a Communications
Plan, participating in
the Coad Bog BioBlitz
and undertaking staff 
evaluations. IPCC 
reported on all of our 
activities to the 
Charities Regulator.

Committee of 
Management IPCC:
Stephen Bray, 
Rachel Kavanagh,
Martin Kelly, 
Kate Macnamara,
Catherine O’Connell,
Seán Ó Fearghail
and Jennifer Roche
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Highlights of 2016
• Coad Bog BioBlitz,

Co. Kerry
• Education Pack
• Lodge Bog Visitor

Boardwalk
Seán Ó Fearghail blocking a
drain on Coad Bog, Co. Kerry.www.ipcc.ie



Conserving Peatlands in Ireland

IPCC monitored the 
population and behaviour
of Curlew on Lodge Bog,
Co. Kildare as part of an
all Ireland project on this
endangered breeding bird.
Four adult birds are 
present on site, an 
increase of one bird in
2016. This project was
supported by the Kildare
County Council Community
Heritage Grant Scheme. 

Amy Mc Cluskey from
Agriculture in UCD 
undertook a dam survey of
Lodge Bog to assess the
condition of 199 dams and
to record the 
regeneration of Sphagnum
mosses in the rewetted
areas. She found that
67% of the drains 
contained between 75 and
100% Sphagnum cover. In
2010 only 46% of the
drains had this level of
cover. This demonstrates
the value of drain blocking
in the restoration of
raised bogs.

Fenor Bog: On-going monitoring of the water
levels on the bog were undertaken by Martin
Middleton. A new visitor map and guide was 
prepared and is available at www.ipcc.ie.

Coad Bog, Co. Kerry
was a priority in
2016. IPCC organised
a week long BioBlitz
on the site to gather
information on its   
biodiversity and to
help prepare a
restoration plan for
the site. This work
was supported by the
Environmental 
Protection Agency.
Our achievements 
included:  
* identifying 213

species of wildlife 
* describing 13 

habitats on the 4ha
blanket bog site 

* co-ordinating 304
working hours 
donated by 28 
volunteers

* carrying out 
management work
including installation
of 12 piezometers, 
profiling 250m of
drains, blocking one
drain with 3 plastic

piling dams, 
removing invasive 
Rhododendron and
creating a fire break

* organising 3 events
for the local 
community, 
publishing a visitor
guide, imovie and
poster

* compiling a site
restoration plan.

Two meetings of the
Girley Bog, Co.
Meath Meitheal were
held. IPCC were 
involved in three 
public awareness
days at the bog and
we hosted a Keep it in
the Bog Day of Action
constructing 7 dams
in drains on the site.
A new education pack
focusing on Girley
Bog was also 
developed with 
support from Meath
County Council.  

On Lullymore West Bog
in Co. Kildare IPCC
recorded five nests of 
larvae of the Marsh 
Fritillary (Euphydryas 
aurinia) butterfly in spring
and 13 in autumn - a 
significant increase on
2015. A volunteer 
workcamp was held on site
to remove scrub and 
improve the habitat for the
butterfly. Twenty five
walks of the butterfly 
transect on the bog were
undertaken weekly 
between April and 
September.  Over the 
period 1082 butterfly  
individuals were recorded
from 20 different species.
IPCC hosted a guided 
butterfly walk on 
Lullymore West Bog as
part of an International
Bog Day.

A pair of Curlew in flight over Lodge Bog, Co. Kildare. Photo: A. McCluskey
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Lestes sponsa - Emerald
Damselfly on Girley bog - A

new Record  for the site.
Photo: J. Kielesz

A new visitor Guide for Fenor
Bog, Co. Waterford.



IPCC’s campaigning
work is influenced by
policy actions set out in
Ireland’s Peatland 
Conservation Action
Plan 2020. 

Blanket Bog 
Campaign

In 2016 our priority
campaign work was to
shift the national focus
to blanket bog habitat.
With 8% of the global
area of 
blanket bog occurring
in Ireland, we are an
important international
location for this habitat.
During the campaign
we organised an 
internet survey seeking
the help of the public to
identify from their 
experience within 
blanket bog areas the
various destructive
practices being 
undertaken. 

The data collected to
date has permitted the
IPCC to build case 
studies and to use
these as a basis for
seeking change in 
policy. For example at
Slieve Tooey Special
Area of Conservation
(No. 190) in Co. 
Donegal an 
extraordinary variety of
unregulated activities
are taking place in 
addition to drainage
and turf cutting. 
Activities impacting on
the visual, habitat and
wildlife quality of this
SAC include the use of
quad bikes to herd
sheep grazing the area,
dumping, installation of
telecommunication
masts, erosion, bee
keeping and hiking.

All of these issues have
been highlighted to
Minister Hilary

Humphreys and to staff
within the National
Parks and Wildlife 
Service. Data collected
from the public is being
added to the IPCC sites
database. This 
campaign will continue
in 2017.

IPCC would like to 
acknowledge the Irish
Environmental Network

who supported this
project under
the Biodiversity Policy
Work Package 2016.

IPCC continue to hold
the chair of the Irish
Peat Society. In 2016
we helped to arrange a
meeting focusing on
fens. This is another
threatened habitat that
is being neglected with

the work emphasis
being on raised bogs.
The meeting raised a
number of priority 
issues needing to be
addressed including a
national survey to 
identify habitat sites
and a communications
plan to engage the 
public.

Peatland Campaigns 

Slieve Tooey/Tormore Island/
Loughros Beg Bay SAC, Co. Donegal 
20th May 2016 
An extraordinary variety of unregulated activities are 
being undertaken within this SAC, many of which are 
adversely impacting on the blanket bog habitat. These 
include use of quad bike for herding sheep on sensitive 
bogland habitat, extensive turf cutting and footing using 
machinery, drainage, peat erosion, grazing by sheep, 
installation of telecommunication towers, bee keeping 
and walking. www.ipcc.ie

Slieve Tooey/Tormore Island/
Loughros Beg Bay SAC, Co. Donegal 
Peatland Destruction
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Walking

Grazing Turf Cutting Erosion

Telecommunications

Quad Bike checking
Sheep Turf Spread  Ground



Monitoring Peatlands in Ireland

IPCC responded to 10 site 
issues and made submissions to
7 policy documents in 2016
(see tables inset). 

IPCC attended two meetings
of the Environmental Pillar in
2016 and took part in its six
year review. 

IPCC lobbied public 
representatives in the 
Department of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural & Gaeltacht
Affairs in relation to blanket
bogs and the implementation
of the National Peatlands
Strategy. We made regular 
reports on our campaigning 
activities to Lobbying.ie.

IPCC attended 6 meetings of
the Peatlands Council and
the Raised Bog Steering
Committee. The Council 
released the National 
Peatlands Strategy and the
first report of its 
implementation is due in
2017. The Peatlands 
Council have paid €20 
million in compensation to
turf cutters since 2011 and a
further 60 turf cutters have
been relocated off SACs
onto 5 alternative sites.

The Appeals Sub Group held
4 meetings and reviewed a
number of turf cutting
cases.

IPCC made submissions 
to the following Policies 

and Surveys in 2016

1. Bord na Móna Sustainability 2030 
Report

2. Draft Renewable Electricity Policy
and Development Framework

3. Dublin Bay Biosphere Biodiversity
Conservation and Research Strategy

4. Raised Bog SAC Management Plan
5. Licensing of Large-scale Extraction

of Peat Regulations 2016
6. Heritage Bill/Wildlife Act
7. National Plant Strategy

Site Name, County Issue IPCC Action/Outcome
Carndonagh, Donegal Turf Extraction Update requested from County Council Enforcement 

Team in relation to illegal turf extraction
Carrickaduff, Donegal Wind Farm Scoping EIS submission on the need to protect Meen Bog 

in relation to peatland protection
Derryadd, Donegal Wind Farm Scoping EIS submission on habitat protection 
Drehid, Kildare Wetland Habitat Loss Scoping EIS submission for waste management

facility on Timahoe Bog and the need to protect wetlands
Fartrin, Cavan Site Protection Letters to stakeholders seeking support for `

designation of raised bog habitat for conservation
Lettergull, Donegal Wind Farm Submission on EIA scoping document
Lullymore, Kildare Illegal Dumping Liaison with Litter Warden Kildare County Council 

on Lodge Bog Clean Up
Mulgeeth, Kildare Site Protection Liaison with Gorteen Wildlife Trust to initiate 

protection and development of amenities on site
Oatfield, Clare Wind Farm Scoping EIS submission on the need to protect 

Gortacullin Bog NHA

4

Surface of Fartrin Bog showing rare raised bog habitat which needs 
protection. Photo: J. McGreevy

Tyres illegally dumped on Lodge
Bog, Co. Kildare. Photo: T Ó Corcora

IPCC reported cases of dumping for
Lodge Bog & Girley Bog in 2016. Cases
were reported to relevant County 
Councils. Rubbish was removed by
IPCC staff and volunteers, Coillte staff
and the County Councils.



Peatland Awareness, Education and Training

The Bog of Allen 
Nature Centre is a
portal for IPCC’s
awareness, education
and training 
programmes. Through
our in-house and 
outreach education 
programmes we 
impact on a national 
audience.

The highlights of the
year included:

1. International
Study Tour to Dutch
and German 
Peatlands. IPCC’s 
Education and 
Conservation Officers
undertook a fact 
finding mission to the
Netherlands. The trip
which was supported
by the Dutch 
Foundation for 
Conservation of Irish
Bogs and 
demonstrated 
important 
developments in 
peatland management
and awareness in

Bargerveen and in the
Naturpark Cross 
border (Dutch-
German) Peatlands.

2. Discovering the
Wild Bogs of Ireland
Primary Schools 
Education Pack. This
pack was written by
the education team at
the IPCC who have 30
years experience in
the delivery of 
educational resources
to schools. The pack
contains cross-
curricular worksheets
for primary school 
students. These 
worksheets are age
appropriate and take a
spiral approach to
teaching students
about peatlands. Four
worksheet booklets
are available as 
follows: Junior/Senior
Infants, 1st/2nd class,
3rd/4th class and
5th/6th class. This will
ensure that children
expand on their

knowledge and 
understanding of 
peatlands as they
progress through
school. Each booklet
contains 12-23 pages
with original artwork
and exercises 
appropriate to the
cognitive stage of the
students.The work
sheets focus on SESE
Geography and SESE
Science areas 
exploring bogs but
also include activities
that will develop 
student’s skills in 
literacy and numeracy
- key priorities in all 
primary schools. The
senior worksheets also
offer students 
practical investigations
that can be 
undertaken in the
classroom using the
new teaching 
approach of practice in
enquiry-based science
education. These
worksheets are now
available to download

5

Children from Caherdaniel National School taking part in the Coad Bog BioBlitz
2016. Photo: C. O’Connell

Three new resources 
produced by the IPCC during
2016. Bog and Fen Habitat
Guides and Discovering the
Wild Bogs of Ireland Educa-

tion Pack. All are available to
download from

www.ipcc.ie/discover-and-
learn/resources/



at www.ipcc.ie/dis-
cover-and-learn/re-
sources/. The project
was supported by
Meath County Council
under the Community
Heritage Grant
Scheme 2016. 

3. Irish Peat Society
Fens Conference,
Kildare. IPCC’s CEO
delivered a talk on the
status of fens in 
Ireland drawing 
material from the
IPCC’s Peatland 
Conservation Action
Plan 2020. 

4. Bog of Allen 
Nature Centre 
Visitor Attraction.
IPCC welcomed 2,000 
visitors and 42 groups
including schools to
the nature centre 
during the year. We
organised 9 events at
the centre to co-incide
with biodiversity week,
world animal day,
world wetlands day,
environment day, 
heritage week, Inter-

national Bog Day and
culture night. We 
delivered one teacher
training course for 
primary school 
teachers.    

5. Outreach 
Education. IPCC 
delivered 46 workshop
days to schools as part
of the SEAI Energy
Programme, 
Discovering Primary
Science and Math and
the Heritage in
Schools Scheme. We
delivered 16 events in
liaison with Local 
Authorities and 
community groups. We 
delivered 2 master
composter training
events with the Stop
Food Waste initiative.
We delivered 1 train-
ing course on raised
bog ecotopes in liaison
with National Biodiver-
sity Data Centre.

6. Better Together
Competition. IPCC
produced a video enti-
tled IPCC - Protecting

Irish Peatlands as our
entry to the Better 
Together Competition.
The video got over
500 views. It is online
at You Tube.

7. Boardwalk 
extends visitor 
experience on Lodge
Bog. With a grant
from Drehid and 
Kildare County Council
and matched funding
from IPCC’s friends of
the bog, IPCC installed
100m of boardwalk
onto Lodge Bog and a
decked area around a
bog pool for visitors to
enjoy. 

8. Burns Bog,
Canada Visit. IPCC
were delighted to 
welcome two members
of the Burns Bog
Group in Vancouver to
the Bog of Allen 
Nature Centre. The
visitors were 
interested in IPCC’s
latest educational 
resources and craft 
activities. 

Peatland Awareness, Education and Training
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From the left: Katie Geraghty
and Nuala Madigan on Barg-
erveen Bog, the Netherlands

Evenlyn Wedley and her
cousin Bev from Burns Bog

Conservation Group 
Vancouver with Nuala 

Madigan on their visit to
IPCC in 2016.
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Communicating Peatlands, Volunteers, Fundraising

Peatland News and
Action for Bogs 

Magazines
These publications are
the corner stone in
IPCC’s communication
and supporter devel-
opment work. Two
printed issues of Peat-
land News and one vir-
tual issue of Action for
Bogs were released in
2016. 

Press Releases
IPCC issued 18 press 
releases on a diverse
range of topics (see
table overleaf). 

Media Highlights
The Coad Bog BioBlitz
generated local media
attention. Public
awareness activities
undertaken to engage
with the local commu-
nity included providing 
opportunities for vol-
unteering, an evening
site safari and a school
visit programme. Press
material was issued in
relation to the site be-
fore, during and after
the BioBlitz. A bi-lin-

gual BioBlitz 
information package
was developed and
distributed. Following
the BioBlitz a 2 minute
video was created and
uploaded to the IPCC’s
You Tube Channel. A
visitor guide was 
designed and printed
and an exhibition
poster was printed for
display in the Bog of
Allen Nature Centre
and Caherdaniel 
National School.  

IPCC’s Conservation
Officer Tadhg 
Ó Corcora was 
interviewed for RTE
about the protection of
Irish Peatlands a topic
investigated by 
Primetime.

Our Education Officer
Nuala Madigan 
contributed a weekly
nature feature in the
Leinster Leader.

IPCC’s Hop To It Frog
Survey was featured
on Mooney Goes Wild
in Spring 2016.

Web Site and Social
Media

IPCC continue to 
monitor significant 
increases in the 
volume of traffic to our
social media sites -
you tube channel,
twitter and facebook
pages (see table 
overleaf). During the
year we maintained
and refined the 
information on our
web site and our 
on-line shop of 99
products.  We were in
regular contact with
our facebook and 
twitter followers and
we uploaded two new
films to our YouTube
channel which brings
to 17 the number of
programmes available
to view there. The web
site was hacked early
in the year and the 
interruption caused
decreased our visitor
numbers for the year.

Volunteers
Volunteers from our
nature reserves team
were involved in 

7

Eanna Ní Lamhna and Derek Mooney visit the Bog of Allen Nature
Centre to record an interview with IPCC about the Hop to It Frog
Survey 2016. This was broadcast on RTE’s Mooney Goes Wild 
Programme

Tadhg Ó Corcora being 
interviewed by RTE 
Primetime broadcast 22nd
July 2016.
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Communicating Peatlands, Volunteers, Fundraising

the conservation 
management of Girley
Bog, water level 
monitoring on Lodge Bog
and Fenor Bog, the Coad
Bog BioBlitz and in the
butterfly surveys on Lully-
more West Bog. 60 volun-
teers were trained this
year contributing 323 days
to the IPCC. 
Volunteers continue to play
a vital role in IPCC’s 
collectors appeal which
saw them sorting through
over 100kg of used stamps
during the year.

With the support of the
Community Foundation for
Ireland IPCC received
funding for a Volunteer 
Appreciation Day 
(#Belonging2016). It was
a brilliant day and the
weather turned out to be
perfect for our BBQ.

Fundraising
IPCC made 35
successful funding 
applications in 2016 to the

Environmental Protection
Agency, Waterways 
Ireland, Local Authorities,
Irish Environmental 
Network, Dutch Foundation
for Conservation of Irish
Bogs and the Irish Peat
Society among others.

IPCC produced a short
fundraising booklet of
ideas to encourage our
supporters to donate to
the campaign. This was
uploaded to our web site
and facebook. 

IPCC supporters were very
generous during the year
supporting appeals for the
Coad Bog BioBlitz in 
Co. Kerry and peatland
restoration. They also 
supported our gift 
catalogues, bought 
Christmas Cards and 
entered our raffle.

Thanks once again to 
Flogas for printing the Wild
Ireland Calendar 2017.

Press Releases 2016
Kerry bog saved and fact finding expedition

planned
Spike in frog records as IPCC celebrate

World Wetlands Day
Volunteers clear the way for endangered

Marsh Fritillary Butterfly
Proclamation for Ireland’s Blanket Bog
Join the Clean-Up of Lodge Bog, Making it a

Litter Free Zone
Coad Bog BioBlitz and Night Safari discover

the diversity of Coad Bog, County Kerry
Biodiversity Week Started at the Bog of

Allen Nature Centre with a Spectacular
Swarm of Bees

IPCC staff and volunteers all set to explore
the biodiversity of Coad Bog, Co. Kerry

Coad Bog BioBlitz provided chances for 
active learning and scientific discoveries

Clearing pathways to transnational peatland
education and conservation

Have your say in the future of Ireland’s
Blanket Bogs

Transnational connections may help restore
Irish Peatlands and monitor European 
Butterflies

The Curlew is calling! (on Saturday 20th
Aug)

Celebrating 10,000 years of Ireland’s 
Natural Heritage

New jewel of the insect world recorded on
Girley Bog

Celebrate World Animal Day and the 
wonderful wildlife on Ireland’s bogs

IPCC launch new education pack- bringing
peatlands to primary schools

Changing the Fortunes of Ireland’s Raised
Bogs

On Line Presence 2014 2015 2016  Change

Web Site Visitors 49,081 55,672 52,780      -5%

Facebook followers 1,427 1,756 2,175        +24%

Twitter followers - - 440           n/a

YouTube views 8,021 10,316 13,951       +35%

www.ipcc.ie

IPCC Love our Volunteers. We
had a party together in 2016
with support from the Com-
munity Foundation

Flogas continue to support the
IPCC Wild Ireland Calendar



Companies, Agencies & 
Organisations

Bog Standard
Butter Museum, Cork
Carlow County Council
Cavan County Council
CJ Wildbird Foods Ltd
Clare County Council
COILLTE
Cork City Council
Cork County Council
Cork Institute of Technology

Department of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht
Affairs

Department of Education and
Skills

Department of Communications,
Climate Change and the 
Environment

Donegal County Council
Dublin City Council
Dublin Zoo 
Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County

Council
Dutch Foundation for 

Conservation of Irish Bogs
Environmental Protection

Agency
Flogas Ireland Ltd 
Galway City council
Heritage Council
IEN Irish Environmental 

Network
Irish Peat Society
Jackie & Ed Keilthy Jewellery
Kildare County Council
Kildare Education Centre
Laois County Council
Leinster Leader
Limerick City and County Coun-

cil
Longford County Council
Meath County Council 

Met Éireann
Moin Fhionuireach Development 

Association
Monaghan County Council
Marsh Christian Trust
Moyle Park Transition Year
National Biodiversity Data 

Centre
NHBS
Offaly County Council
Office of Public Works
Revenue Commissioners
Roscommon County Council
South Dublin County Council
Sunaura
Sustainable Energy Association 

of Ireland
University College Dublin
Waterways Ireland
Westmeath County Council
Wetland Surveys Ireland
Wicklow County Council

Individuals
Daniel Bevans
Frank Callanan
Anthony Collins and Family
Alison Flack
Marie Heaney
Mary Kerr and 

Micheal Ó Corcora
Dáithí Kimber
Michael Lynch
Susan Minet
Miriam Mooney
Máire Mulcahy
M. J. Murphy
Deirdre Ní Eidhin
Colin and Angela Nicholls
Seán Ó Fearghail & Gwyn Grace
Yvonne Rogers
William and Joan Roth
Susan Scott
Miriam Tarbett

Michael Tubridy
Lena Uí Dhubhghaill
John Walsh and Margaret

Francis

Legacies and In 
Memoriam Gifts

Harry Dalton
Colette Moran
Lavistown Study Centre
Marjorie Musgrove
Jessie Naughton
George Phipps
Margaret Ridgeway
Tom Ryan

Volunteers
Aaron Dunne
Amy McCluskey
Andrew O'Donoghue
Ann Reynolds
Anthony O’Sullivan
Cáit Fagan
Chris Kirk
Clare Lyons
Collette Dunne
Deirdre O’Brien
Elizabeth Gold
Ellen Greaney
Eugene Ryan
Geraldine Twamley-Stein
Gwynn Grace
Heriner Winkler
Hilary O'Sullivan
James Jackson
Jenni Roche
Johann Kielesz
John Dunne
John Fearn
John FitzGerald
John Walker
Kay O’Connell
Ken Bond
Kilian Kelly
Laura Sloan

Lorcan Scott
Martin Kelly
Martin Middleton
Mary Mahony
Mary Mulhall
Michael O’Connell
Michael O’Sullivan
Myfanway Humfreys
Niall Bray
Niall Inwood
Niamh Ní Dhuill
Padraig Webb
Patricia Dunne
Pauline O’Rourke
Pierce O’Flynn
Rachel Kavanagh
Rita Byrne
Robeard O Bogail
Rory Hodd
Ross Donnelly Swift
Seán Corkery
Sean Moraghan
Seán Ó Fearghail
Shonagh Foley
Stephen Bray
Sunneva Hanly
Terry Flanagan
Therese Higgins
Werner Sheehan
Wilbert Gelens

IPCC Staff
Katie Geraghty
Therese Kelly
Nuala Madigan
Catherine O’Connell
Tadhg Ó Corcora
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Thank You




















































