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IPCC Celebrating 30
Years Saving Bogs!



For thirty years the Irish Peatland Conservation Council have campaigned for the conservation of a representative
sample of Irish peatlands for future generations to enjoy. We have had great success including the designation of
250,000ha of our beautiful peatlands for conservation. This chart shows you some of the ways you can help save bogs
and their amazing wildlife. 
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David Dwyer from UCD has been undertaking a study to estimate the
population of resident curlew on Lodge Bog. Three curlew are confirmed
on the site and David is looking for evidence of their breeding on Lodge
Bog. He has been monitoring these birds over several months, sitting

for hours watching their flight patterns and behaviour, 
carrying out a trial for predation and 

conducting a habitat survey. “This
project is of utmost importance as

our population of native curlew
has declined by approximately

80% in the last 30 years. The results of this
project will help IPCC put procedures can be
put in place to ensure the continued 
survival and future expansion of the
population in the Bog of Allen,”
says David. Read his site diary

on www.ipcc.ie. - K. Macnamara

IPCC is being mentored by Peter Phillipson of 
Telltale on behalf of Bórd Fáilte on how to create a
visitor-focused peatland experience at the Bog of
Allen Nature Centre. Our programme for guests
aims to inspire awe and love in the bog. This will
help visitors deepen their emotional link with
peatlands and find ways they can protect them in
their daily lives. So if you’d like to get in tune with
all things peatland, visit the Bog of Allen Nature
Centre today and experience the bog like you
never have before. - K. Macnamara

Peatland Experience

Visitors pond dipping to find somemini beasties from the bog. Photo:J. FitzgeraldIPCC are delighted
to welcome Kate
Macnamara to our
staff in the roll of
Information Guide.
Kate will be with
us for the summer
to welcome visi-
tors and to provide
them with a 
peatland 
experience at the
Bog of Allen Na-
ture Centre. She is
also meeting with
school and special
interest groups 
visiting the centre.

www.ipcc.ie
IPCC’s new website has been

launched! At www.ipcc.ie, the im-
proved website will hopefully make

your experience online with us easier,
clearer and more interactive. Let us
know what you think.  IPCC wish to

thank Danny Walsh of the IEN for his
guidance and support in this project. 

- K. Macnamara

The cessation of turf cutting issue is
in its 4th year since it was to be
brought in. The Peatlands Council
have made progress over the last
year. In addition to a National Peat-
land Strategy, work is underway on
a Management Plan for the 53

raised bog SACs. All members of the council are inputting to this, but has been
hampered by the absence of the Turf Cutters and Contractors Association. IPCC are
hoping for their swift return so that a cross cutting implementable plan can be put
in place. IPCC have already made one submission on our proposals of what needs
to be included in this plan and will continue to be heavily involved through all stages
of the process over the coming year. Thanks to all the friends of the bog who have
helped us along this road particularly in relation to the production of our submission.
As full time members of the Peatlands Council we can ensure that conservation is-
sues remain to the fore in the creation of the final strategy. - T. Ó Corcora

Curlews on Lodge BogHeritage Week Open Day

Join IPCC on Sunday 26th August
from 2-5pm for Heritage week.
There will be a demonstration of
the Sphagnum moss growing tri-
als underway on Lodge Bog since
2008.   In 2008 IPCC began the
first trails of this project in Ire-
land.  In addition to this event
IPCC are offering training courses
on the Sphagnum restoration
methods. The next course is on
the 8th August at the Clara Bog
Interpretative Centre. (see
www.ipcc.ie for details and to
book a place. All events are free
thanks to the support of the Her-
itage Council under the Heritage,
Community and 
Outreach
Grants
Scheme 2012.

News Update:
Cessation of Turf

Cutting




